


THE JOHN ( JOHNSON ) JOHNSTON FAMILY
Dr. Ward M. Sharp

m New Jersey and settled at Beverley
o, Johnafonﬂ g;rgr;ﬁ;igﬁgi:t:gog:olno. Beverley Manor was a land grant
Manor in thsicol_t;;.‘é' to establish a colony west of the Blue ridge in Western
by Virginia Itn original settlers were, for most part, of Scotch and Scotch-
Virginia. % . Present day Staunton, Virginia is centrally situated in what
Iriei_lozgf_fyr{;m Beverley Manor land grant. Augusta County was formed in
.;;;5 vith Staunton its County seat.

John Johnston was among those early pioneers residing in the Staunton area
prior to the outbreak of the French and Indian War in 1754. The Colony - up
to this time - had enjoyed some 22 years of peace with the Indians. But by
1754, war clouds were gathering on the horizon signifying pencing hostilities.

In early 175, the Govenor of Virginia approved an expedition to attack
French and Indians at Fort Pitt. On March 8, 175, Capt Andrew Lewis and John
Johnston enlisted in the Virginia Militia at Staunton. Young Johnston serving
8s an Aid to Capt. Lewis. They proceeded with other Augusta Militia to Wills
Creek ( Fort Cumberland), There they joined the main body of troops under
cozmand of Col. Joshua Fry and Lieut, Col. George Washington.

These troops proceeded to Great Meadows - Fort Necessity located east of
present day Uniontown, Pe, There they were engaged in battle with a iarge body
of Prench and Indians on July 3, 1754, The Virginia Militia, having suffered
defeat, were allowed to return home. Capt Lewis suffered a hip wound in the
frgzgement (See Muster Roll before battle of Meadows July 3, 175L).

Yore deternined now than ever, Governor Dinwiddie of Virginia made plans
&-'.3:-?1!?? expedetion to attack Fort Pitt, But this time he engaged two
Tegizents of Britigh soldiers under commang of General Braddock. A year and a

veek following the disaster on July 9, 1755.

:“:‘1:‘“:? C:pt. Andrew Lewis nor John Johnston were attached to Braddocks
Prantinn o Ao, they were thought to be engaged in fortifying
"';rw:‘f";ﬂﬂt rending inr‘imn attacka, For example, Fort Dinwiddie neax
(o ok IR fil:::nmt:nﬂ;[b:;“ the summer of 1755, John Johnston worked
g Ng the Indian war, Tt W :
97 Lhat ho becase knovledgeable ot Ty @s on this assignment as an Indian

territory of prosent day Pooanect. Countg?rt of the Upper Greenbrier River
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at Fort Stanwix in 1768, An influx

4 in the Upper Greenbrier following the 1768
thene plonsey nettleras,



: ’ : tents prior
e Jaimed, surveyed or applied for pa =
5o ofther acquired 1mugd::eg1:$; of the Pocahontas Times stated ;n:;d.r:?:
{rod 1500 gres {n the Jerico community neﬂrlmzli';:gga S
this pi:zgt. put I did locate o:etfgrtaaléa-:zgllgﬁd :23 e o, within
ja patent state = '
Johmaon T ngZs(.}raz: iagued to the Greenbrier Company ig 1752. An'.t!gi:"
the 100,000 acr: » and one of the founders of the Greenbriers ompany. 1l o
u“ap:urce; Ia,;klx;e'::-ed to not be for land in Jerico but in the Swago community.
g{sme two tracts or surveys may have joined.

ted near the former Porter Kellison
tead of this pioneer was s.‘ftua : . : 3
sid:?;ahzﬁ:: of Marlinton over Price Hill in the Swago Community. His grave
e

ording to my grandmother Melinda Moore Cochran - was in the vicinity of his
ace
homestead.

ity in present Swago,

up of these earliest pioneers formed a commun n
Buc‘«etegr;iglpoint and Little Levels Communities, foiollowing 1768. Indian.di-.s
aa*;s'fa:;tion with the Treaty in 1768 plus British agitation caused hostilities
to.fl?ro. Having grown up among the Indians during years o{‘ peace == prispr to
the Pwemah and Indian War -- thece picneers detected impending dangers. Iney

decided to bduild a Fort and remain to defend it.
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This Fort, known as Fort Keckley or Cackley, was completed in 1772 (Xercheval).
was a stockade type place of refuge that stood on top of a hi]..l near the

present village of Mill Point and was the first of four forts built in the upper
Creenbrier of present Pocahontas County (Mcleil)., Fort Cackley was fashioned

and patterned after the types built at start of French and Indian War in )754-55.

This Port was built and manned by the local settlers. Clover Lick and Warwicks
Forts were built Ly the Virginia Militia., John Johnston -- being an expert
woodvorker and joint fitter, etec., of heavy timbers played an important role

in the construction of Fort Cackley. He served also as an Indian spy or scout.

John Johnston -- like many of the pioneer men -- did not marry until into
their 30's or carly LO's. Ages of his oldest children suggest he married in
the early 1770's. EHis first wife was believed to have been a Ewing - died when
& relatively young mother, leaving him with 6 children. He employed Elizabeth
laldridge as his governess to care for his children ( Geneology: the Auldridge

He and Zlizabeth were later nmarried.

?"'ilf}‘ Elizabeths orphaned son William
J:T.t.- ‘60 became the progenitor of the Auldridges in Bath and Pocahontas Coun-
afl,

.
Jornm Johnstor

- A ons children - according to Bath County marriage bonde - were
Sallie aia ooys homan end daughtors Catherine, Polly and ¥lizabeth.
f)-‘.-; ﬂ..‘l Ot anpear among the lﬂﬂr‘l‘l:lgc bonda.
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mot knovn, ' Foason for dropping the "t" in Johnston for Johnson was
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married Hanna Hughes in 1805 and Thomas married

A nttgh:iiihael and Thomas dropped out of sight sugg-est:‘ng
ibly emigrated. Catherine married Aaron Moore son of t!:e pioneeg h.:s:s
/18/09. Catherine went by the nickname "Katie or Kaﬁe . John g sdon
e lt to ct.msent for the marriage of his daughter "Katie". Elizabeth an
e n were both married on May 12, 1812 to Jacob Waugh and William Gay
m;&i?ﬁ; This occasion was of note since both the pioneer and his second
rea .

vife Elizabeth Auldridge were present to consent for daughters Elizabeth and
Polly.

n, son of James Johnson and grandson of the pioneer John '
Johns:i};fi:r‘:‘gggs:ia;y Lamb October 18, 1818, William and Mary' lamb Johnson ?
children were cited from census records accort.iing to year of birth as foll;wa;
Jane (1825), Sarah (1827), Susan (1830), William Ewing (1833) and James Elliott
Johnson in 1837. These birth dates are approximate - give or take a.year.o
Marriages of the above were based on marriage bonds: Jane ma?ried Milton Sharp
9/11/185k; Sarah married John Sharp ( of Verdant Valley-Fairview) 6/3/18L5;

Susan married Marcus Waugh 8/29/1850; William Zwing Johnson married twice - first

to Elizabeth Wilson of Upshur County, W. Va; second time to Zliza McCoy 11/13/1879;
James Elliott Jolmnison married Sally Frisi 6/21/1857.

John Johnston grew up in an unspoiled, pristine, early American Frontier.
He was an expert hunter and woodsman. EHis father and grandfather plied the wood-
workers trade which was

a major occupation at the time outside of farming for
a livelihnod. John had ready use of wood working tools. He became a shaper of
bows and arrows under the tutilage of his father ard grandparents,

The bow and arrow provided much meat of small game for the table when gun-
powder was scarce and expensive. It was handed down through his daughter Catherine

that her father was an expert bowman. The family would have gone hungry at many

times - vhen small game was for the taking -- had it not been for the bow and
&rrow at .he hands of the father and his sons.

. The compiler of the John Johnston famil
fONs -— i

” ] ¥y history —- Ward M. Sharp of Russell,
_ ® a great, great grandson of the pioneer. His great grandmother was
Catherine "Yatie" Johnson, Catherine married Aarcn Mo

~een ) ore in 1809, Their daughter
’c'f:::: ?arrt:i “1liam Cochran of Stony Creek. They had two children, Willianm

z — r. vho moved to Sunbury, Ohio and daughter Catherine Cochran who married
J iather Giles Sharp,

John Johnaton was born circa 173l and died circa 1826 at age 92,



